
The prison chapel at Lincoln Castle isn’t like a  

normal church and it is the only one of its  

kind in Europe! The chapel is made of  

stone and wood. It was designed as a  

separate system chapel. That is why it  

is full of small cells – so the prisoners  

could not see or speak to each other.  

There was a clever system that would lock  

all the doors at once. It could be operated  

from the central corridor you can see in the picture  

below.  

 

 

 

The Prison Chapel 
The Prison 

Chapel 

Daily visits to the chapel were not optional 

       for most prisoners. However, prisoners 

           who were followers of Catholicism 

               or Judaism did not have to 

                 attend. If a prisoner was 

                  Catholic or Jewish, a priest or  

                   a rabbi would come to visit 

                   them in their cell. Prisoners  

                   who went to chapel would  

                   go twice a day, morning  

                  and evening. They all had  

               specific places to sit, which  

             you can see on the next page. 

 



The Chaplain spoke from the 

pulpit. The prison staff sat either 

side of him, to keep an eye on the 

prisoners below.  

 

Female prisoners sat on sloped  

benches at the front so that they could  

not get comfy and take a sneaky nap! 

They would listen to the sermon given  

by the chaplain and say prayers. 

  Male prisoners were 

locked in a small square 

cell with a sloped bench on 

the inside. This meant they 

couldn’t sit comfortably or 

talk to anyone, and could 

only see the chaplain.  

 

At the back of the chapel was a 

bench for the condemned. These 

were felons who had been 

sentenced to hang on Cobb Hall. 

The staff saw no point in 

separating these prisoners to stop 

them from talking. Their fate was 

sealed! 



Prison staff journals 
You may be wondering how we know all these interesting things  
about Lincoln Castle Prison. Well, the prison Governor, Matron, Head 
Warden, Chaplain and Surgeon kept journals. In these notebooks they 
wrote about their duties, routines and thoughts. The journals are very 
useful for learning about the prison and the people inside it. 
 
Start your own journal 
You could base it on your own life or imagine yourself as a Victorian 
prison staff member. All you need is note paper, something to write with 
and your thoughts. 

Your journal can focus on anything you like, but if you’re basing it on 

your own life experiences, here are some questions to get you thinking: 

 

 What are the daily routines in your home?  

 

 Have these changed because of the lockdown? 

 

 How have you felt staying at home more than usual  

      – have you missed being able to go out  

     and see family and friends? 

 

 Have you learned anything  

     new recently?  

 

 What are you most  

     looking forward to  

     doing once restrictions  

     are lifted? 



        

Tales from Behind Bars 

John Ward was hanged at Lincoln Castle in 

1849 for matricide. There were 10,000 

spectators at his execution. John had  

fallen in love with his mother’s  

servant girl Susan Bogg. When  

John’s mother forbade him from  

dating Susan, he shot her!  

Needless to say, Susan didn’t  

want to date John after that!  

John was buried in Lucy Tower. 

In 1819, political activist and social Reformer Samuel 

      Bamford, was imprisoned at Lincoln Castle for 1 year 

           after being arrested during the Peterloo Massacre. 

             The radicals were housed in the upper storey of the 

              Georgian prison. The authorities in Lincoln seemed 

               very sympathetic towards the radicals and 

                treated them better than most prisoners! Bamford 

                described his cell as “remarkably clean, airy and 

                agreeable…” 


