Lincoln Castle
1217
A year that shook
Lincoln!

Come and meet the
characters of
the Battle of Lincoln
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Lady Nichola
de la Haye

Sir William
Marshall

Falkes de
Bréauté

Edith, a
servant

Count of
Perche

Bishop of
Winchester

Take a virtual walk of the walls of Lincoln Castle
and find out about the Battle of Lincoln 1217
Start above the East Gate by meeting
Lady Nichola de la Haye and then follow the map
anti-clockwise to find out about the Battle of Lincoln.
ü Look at each symbol on the map and then think about
being on the walls at that position.
ü Match the symbol with the character.
ü At each point on this virtual trail read out the story of the
Battle of Lincoln based on the characters.
ü Answer the questions about each character.
ü There are suggested activities to do at the end of the
virtual tour.

Lady Nichola de la Haye
Early evening on Friday 19th May 2017
Lady Nichola de la Haye greets you as she looks over the battlements of the East Gate
of Lincoln Castle. She is the brave sixty year old noble woman and Constable who, just
last year, had offered the keys to the castle back to King John. She told him she was
too old to continue and thought he would choose someone else to defend the castle
in the coming siege. King John refused as he had great faith in her. This proved correct
as she gained a truce with the rebel forces in Lincoln in the summer of 1216. She knew
that this peace would not last very long. It is a good job that King John kept Nichola in
charge as this castle has been defended bravely over the last few months.
Nichola has been hoping for reinforcements to come and in recent days her
prayers have been answered. She has just been told of the arrival of Royalist
forces, led by William Marshall, Earl of Pembroke and this is good news. The
French troops and rebel barons have captured the uphill city and are just
outside the castle walls. Nichola has been wondering how long the castle can
hold out against them. She can see the enemy forces outside the East Gate
and they look to be of large number! She is very worried. Her preparations
mean that the castle is well stocked and defended. She looks across the inner
bailey and views the busy castle getting ready for battle. She knows it is
coming soon!
East Wall

Nichola has sent her scouts out of the sally port to find out what
is happening. The castle has been bombarded by the trebuchets
and mangonels of the French forces. She is rallying the forces in
the castle and shouting messages of encouragement to the
troops. As a popular Constable, the men and women of the
castle stand by her. Surely the rebels can be defeated for the
sake of young King Henry III?

What is she thinking?
§ How would you feel if you were Nichola this evening?
§ What do you think ‘well stocked and defended’ means?
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§ What preparations would you make?
Continue your virtual journey north
along the east wall
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Sir William Marshall, Earl of Pembroke
Early evening on Friday 19th May 2017
William Marshall is the leader of the Royalists and he is
ready for action. His army is camped 8 miles to the north
west of Lincoln. They have crossed the River Trent at
Torksey. He plans to enter Lincoln by the north gate,
Newport Arch. Nichola’s soldiers have been watching out
for him from the castle walls. The rebel army have been
firing large stones from their siege machines to damage
the thick castle walls. William is thinking about the best
moment for their attack. King Henry III is only nine years
old so William has been leading England as his regent.
They really need a great victory against the French and rebel barons.
William has important allies such as the Papal Legate Guala, the Bishop of
Winchester Peter des Roches, Falkes de Bréauté, Earl Ranulf of Chester as
well as his nephew John Marshal. He plans to capture the rebels, such as
Count Thomas of Perche, Robert FitzWalter and Saer of Quincy to show
how powerful the new King Henry III will be.

What is he thinking?
§ How would you feel if you were William this
evening?
§ Why does William need to win this Battle of Lincoln
for King Henry III?
§

What might happen if the castle fell to the rebels?
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Continue your virtual journey
west along the north wall

Newport Arch

When King John died last October the country had been involved in
a civil war for many months. King John was not popular and so his
death means, thankfully, that many more barons now support his son,
King Henry III. William, now aged almost seventy, knows the French
leader, the Count of Perche is camped near Lincoln Cathedral.
William has 406 mounted knights and 317 crossbowmen as well as
many foot soldiers. He is ready for battle, but worried they might be
outnumbered by the rebels. He wonders whether the French leader
will come out of the city to fight but it does not look he will. William
is a very brave and mighty warrior knight. He knows they are fighting
for the sake of England and he wants his fighters to seek ‘eternal
glory’ and to give a crushing blow to the King’s enemies!

Falkes de Bréauté, a Royalist Knight
Just before dawn on Saturday 20th May 2017
Falkes is looking towards the West Gate of Lincoln Castle. He has recently brought 300
crossbowmen into the castle. They had set off before dawn from the camp and are now
in position on the battlements. The castle walls have been badly damaged by the
mangonels of the rebel army. Falkes is a brave knight and he has defended other castles
for King John before coming to Lincoln. Yesterday, he had sent messengers to Nichola in
the castle to reassure her that help would arrive. He also brings news of the battle plans.
Bishop Peter’s group have uncovered a west postern gate to the town and are secretly
opening it up to surprise the rebels later today.
Falkes is now looking inside the castle and checking the final battle
preparations. It is a lively place with workers making more bows and arrows
for the coming battle. The crossbowmen will fire from the north and east
walls. The French will then have to split their army in two and move some
away from the East Gate. This should give William Marshall and Ranulf, Earl
of Chester a chance to attack from the north. He is thinking of William’s
rousing speeches earlier today when they were told ‘let us make sure there
is no coward amongst us…it is God’s wish that we defend ourselves’.
Falkes is certainly no coward!
Medieval Crossbow

A while later before 6am, Falkes hears from a secret
messenger that William Marshall’s forces have
entered the north of the city. He has been told that,
in the excitement, Sir William almost forgot to put his
helmet on! God will favour the Royalists!! Help is
coming!

What is he thinking?
§ How would Falkes be preparing for battle this morning?
§ How would his armour and weapons help during the battle?
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§ What thoughts do you think he has this morning?
Continue your virtual journey south
along the west wall
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Edith, a Servant Woman
Early morning on Saturday 20th May 2017
Edith, a servant of Lady Nichola de la Haye, has been helping her to collect food and
water for the castle in recent weeks. She has been able to sneak through the sally ports
to find out what is happening in the city. She is very worried about the siege. From this
position she can see the lower city and thinks about her family there. This has not been a
great year for them. King John’s harsh taxes have meant that her family is very poor. She
has heard all about the charter that King John and the barons are fighting about (known
later as Magna Carta). She wonders what is going to happen to England now that King
John is dead and the new king is so young. She wishes the fighting would end.
Some of Edith’s family live near Kesteven Royal Forest in the south of the
county. She looks over the south walls beyond the Lincoln edge and thinks
about them. They have been punished under the Forest Law for foraging in
the forest. Hopefully the law will change soon so it is much fairer for Edith’s
family and they will have enough food for the winter. Life has been very
difficult.

What is she thinking?

Supplying Lincoln Castle
with food and water

§ How has Edith helped prepare for the battle?
§ Why is she worrying about the Forest Laws?
§ What are her hopes for the future?
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Continue your virtual
journey east along the
south wall

Edith has heard that the Royalist soldiers, with their white crosses on
their chests, will enter the city from the north. The Bishop said that the
battle is a crusade for God. Edith has also looked out across to the
Cathedral. The rebel army look to have many fighters. There must be
over a thousand foot soldiers. What damage might all of this fighting
do to the people of Lincoln? Her poor city of Lincoln is under attack!
When will it all end? Could today be the day?

Thomas, Count of Perche, the French Leader
Early morning on Saturday 20th May 2017
Looking up towards the East Gate of Lincoln Castle, the Count of Perche is
wondering about today’s battle. He has planned well and gained control of the city.
Surely today he will also defeat the castle? Prince Louis of France is relying on him
for victory. He almost brought the Prince’s own trebuchet, nicknamed ‘Bad
Neighbour’ with them to scare the Lincoln Royalists. They have already taken
control of large parts of England. This battle will make sure they take the rest.
The Count is well prepared for battle and has over 600 knights
as well as a 1000 foot soldiers. He has been worrying about the
size of William Marshall’s army and so he sent spies out this
morning to count the enemy banners to find out exactly how
many knights he has. He does not want risk leaving the
cathedral area and being outnumbered. Could William Marshall
have more soldiers than expected?

The rebel army is near the
Cathedral

The Count feels sure of success. It has been easy keeping control of the city. He is
confident and brave and will join in the fighting at the East Gate this morning. Prince
Louis will soon be King of England. A nine year old cannot rule this kingdom after the
last few years unrest. King John certainly has a lot to answer for.

Louis will bring peace and prosperity to this realm. Surely that
is what the people want? The Count is ready for battle. He
has heard very recently that William Marshall’s forces have
entered the city walls. His forces will ride to meet them in
battle. Although he is young, he will make sure that his men
fight bravely. The steep hill will be a problem for fighting so
he will need to keep clear of this so they are not pushed
downhill. He will set off on his horse and put his faith in God.

What is he thinking?
§ How would you feel if you were Thomas on the morning of
the battle?
§ Why should Thomas be confident about the battle?
§ What do you think of Thomas’s tactics of staying
within the city walls?
Continue your virtual journey north east
to the east wall
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Bishop of Winchester, Peter de Roches
Early afternoon 20th May 2017
Bishop Peter has marched to Lincoln with William Marshall and Ranulf, Earl of Chester.
He is an experienced military man as well as a very important churchman. His soldiers
form the rear guard of the army. The Bishop bravely rode his horse near to the north wall
of the castle with his crossbowmen. He entered the postern gate to speak with Lady
Nichola. After this meeting he bravely entered the town itself. He noticed that the old
west gate of the town was blocked so his men have been clearing it all morning. This is
allowing the Royalists to sneak into the city. It won’t be long before they are detected!
The Bishop is very optimistic about this battle and has told his
men that he was going to claim the Bishop’s Palace as his own.
From here he can see the crossbowmen of Falkes firing many
arrows towards the rebel army. The fighting is now in full swing.
From this position the Bishop can now see many of the French
troops being cornered near the East Gate. They are trying not
to be pushed downhill.

What is he thinking?
§ How has Bishop Peter helped to prepare for the battle?
§ What do you think he is thinking about?
§ What are his hopes for the battle?
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Continue your journey east
along the south wall

13th Century picture of the Battle of Lincoln,
showing the death of the Count of Perche

There is much violent hand-to-hand combat. The Bishop is
listening out now to hear what is happening. A cry has just
gone out followed by a rumour now spreading widely. Can
the Count of Perche really be dead? Can it be true? Bishop
Peter looks south and sees men fleeing down the hill.
It looks like the battle is over. Praise be to God!

Where did the action take place?
Map of Lincoln

What happened next…
Find out more about Lincoln Castle and the Battle of
Lincoln on the Castle website www.lincolncastle.com.
§ The Count of Perche died in the battle by being
stabbed in the eye through his visor.
§ Prince Louis moved south and lost a sea battle.
§ A Peace Treaty was made and Prince Louis gave up
his claim to the throne of England.
§ Magna Carta was reissued as part of the peace.
§ A separate charter was issued on 6th November 1217
called the Charter of the Forest.
§ Henry III ruled England until 1272.
You can view Magna Carta and the
Charter of the Forest in Lincoln Castle.
Over 800 years of history!!

Ideas for activities you can do at home
ü Draw a storyboard to tell your story of the importance of this battle
ü Why not write a short story or a script for a play?
ü Research the other characters mentioned in blue to include in your story.
ü Get creative and design your own medieval knight out of items you can find at
home.
ü Battles can be famous but what about day to day life in Lincoln Castle before and
after the battle? What do you think would have been happening? Research medieval
clothes, houses, food, games and pastimes & lots more!
ü Design your own family emblem by researching heraldry.
ü Draw and illustrate your own map of Lincoln to show the events of 1217.
ü Have a go at the crossword.

Crossword 1217

Each of the answers to this crossword is an orange word from this trail
(no cheating and just counting the letters!)
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3. A third of the land in the kingdom by 1217 was this and it had
unpopular laws (5,6)
4. Catapults or siege machines used in the medieval period to
throw projectiles at castle walls (9)
7. The defensive stonework protecting the top of castle walls (11)
10. An amount of money paid to the government (5)
11. Part of a helmet that can be pulled down to cover the face (5)
12. A title of honour, often hereditary (6)
14. Freedom from war and violence (5)
15. The new rules relating to the Royal Forest of 1217 (7,2,3,6)
19. A person of high rank, an aristocrat e.g. an Earl (5)
20. Searching for food in the forest (8)
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1. The person in charge of a castle in the absence of the
owner, usually a noble of great honour (9)
2. Having very little money and/or possessions (4)
5. Soldiers using a weapon that shoots a short arrow with great
force (10)
6. Someone employed by a richer person to do jobs in the
house (or castle) such as cooking and cleaning (7)
8. A small doorway to allow movement in and out of the castle
(5,4)
9. A war fought by different groups of people within the same
country (5,3)
13. The inner courtyard of a castle, usually having buildings
and stables (6)
16. Calling people to action (8)
17. A person who rises in opposition or armed resistance
against a government or leader (5)
18. To surround a place with an armed force in order to defeat
those defending it (5)

